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" The heights by great men reached and kept
Were not attained by sudden flight; But they, while their companions slept, Were toiling upward in the night."
[CHAP. 1.
0 _r.,^u M tne night."
One cloudless morning, just after the sun had risen, he was sauntering along by the sea-shore, in solitary musings, when he chanced to meet a brother officer, who reproached him with his unsocial habits, and urged him to indulge, for once, in a pleasant excursion.   Napoleon, who had for some time been desirous of taking a survey of the harbor, and of examining some heights upon the opposite side of the gulf, which, in his view, commanded the town of Ajaccio, consented to the proposal, upon the condition that his friend should accompany him upon the water.    They made a signal to some sailors on board a vessel riding at anchor at some distance from the shore, and were soon in a boat propelled by vigorous rowers.    Napoleon seated himself at the stern, and taking from his pocket a ball of pack-thread, one end of which he had fastened upon the shore, commenced the accurate measurement of the width of the gulf.   His companion, feeling no interest in the survey, and
""      ""tic progress. Alfieri, one of the proudest of aristocrats, could hardly restrain his delight, and gazed with amazement upon the intrepid young man. " Condorcet," says an eye-witness, " nearly made me cry out by the squeezes which he gave my hand at every sentence uttered by the pale, slender, youthful speaker."
